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SURJECT: Letter of Transaittal, History of the Ird Bombardment Greup
), AP, from Activation, 1 July 1916 to 31 March 194k,

b t Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, 25, D,C,

1. In compliance with AR 35105 and AAF Regulatien Ne f)-&t trans-
mitted herewith is the Eistory of the 3rd “ombardment Group (L), ASF, from
date of activetion, 1 July 1919 to 31 March 1GL4 after which later date

ar monthly histories of this Group have teen submitted, The peried
1 January 1942 to 31 March 154 has been emphasized, The pericd 1 July
1919 threugh 31 December 13L1 has been covered in an Annex, This history
his been inspected and verified by re,

2, The material submi tted was prepared by Szt, George Y, Dernceden
33600047, Sgte Mlliam H, Hunt, 1512079, Cpl, Hollidey O, Hayley, 18118669,
wmd Pfe, Michael J, Grosso, 32921665 under the direct supervision and edite
orial control of Capt, John N, Tolar, 0-912180, Air Corps, who was resmon~
ritle for its oversll preparation and anslysis, Facts and observations
ineluded and not otherwise credited are based on evidence cbtained by him
ind all expressions of opinden are those of Captain Tolar,

Glaalicicr

Colonel, 4ir Corps,
Commanding,
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Also discussed only briefly in the course of our day by day ne=
counting iz weather -- the nost perverse, the deadliest of zll our
enanies in this period. Gince evary mizsion zhould be considered with
this bustard product of alfen elinste indelibly in mind we furnish as
the means of so impressing it the suwmation of Lt. C... DiGlois, Group
Weather Officer:

"The westher over liew Guinee wms typicsl of the troples -- u
doldrom belt of low pressure, with murm moist cir causing frequent
azd heary reins during all gseasons of the year.

During the Northern summer the predominant wind stresa wes from
the sast and southesst, end since tis air hed o long trajectory over
' weter, 1t wos warm oo mofst. Thus the southern and eastern coastal

stations much as Lae, Fiopehhefen, Dobodura, Lilns Sey end Port lior-
esby hud poor flying weuther during thut sesson. Cloud coveruge wus
heuvy, ond ralns were freguent with attendant low cefilings and visie
bility. Since the westher moved in froa the ocean, where mo reports
were ovallable, frecuently iths weathsr rgpidly closed in over the
fields and with virtually no advance notlece nude landings snd take-
offs impoassible. Thus, thoush the weather might hawe beren clear ome
bour, an hour later ceilings ard visibility mipght well be zero.

Botween the assscns of the scutheasterlies ané the northwester-
lisp, the equatorial front, a belt of low pressure, lay over lisw
Ouipsa. Thiz was one of the most trescherous of fromts, for it was
JAmpopsible to forecast when it would be built-up. Large cunulonimbus
elouls with baspes frequantly to 500 fest or less and toprs 4o 30,000
or 40,000 feet with turbulence moderate to severs, heavy ruins, low
cellingn snd poor wisibility made flying hazardous.

a5 the sguatorial front moved south over the Coral ez, o noTth-
. weaterly wind strean -- agaic a warm molst uir mess -- domineted the
weather over the Iszlands. During thils season =- winter -- the poor-
aat Tlyins weather wms found wlon: the nortkern coast, Hollandis,
Altape, Biak, Saldor an? the like nnd over the Geelvink Buy urea,
where icstrument flyinz weather was Tound 7%5% of the time.

Especially bazardous mms the flying over rough terrain. Hers
the worm moist air was 1ifted over the mountains, and afternoon bulld-
upa oceurred duily. Cumulus spd cumulonimbus clouds with severe tur-
bulence aznd downdrofts made it necsssary to fly over the pountalns in
the morain: cs alterncon flights were almost alweys Lopossille --
witness the pass betwoen Dobodura and Moresbr.

In addition to the poor flyins weanther, weuther reports were faw
snd Tar between. Thus missions sent into enamy territory often re—
turned without getting to the target. BRoports were never owvailuble
fron inlard. Frogts noved from directions where no weatler reporting
gtatione axisted. Witk so zuck locsl westher throushout, and sinoe
what few we:ther reports were availlebls arrived late, weathar fore-
aasts at bast wers medicere.®
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SO EAT GROIDLOGY
1 april 1942 - 31 Larch 1944

APHIL 1942

1 - (32/20 20/%): Planes of the Stk Bosbardmeat Squadron (L) arrived gt
FPort & sby at dusk om the Jlst of Karek 1942, Next mornlng i-Z4s of
the Sth Squadron flew their first combat rmission to Les und Sclamaua.(l)
Tive plunes approsched the turpet at Lue whieh wus totally obscured by
heavy stom. No shipping wes alghted and plunes returnsd to the runway
at Jalamaus. o enamy alr sotivity was noted. Five 500 1b deamolition
bochs were dropped over the tarwet.(2)

The 2rd Group Diary contains tha following information concerning this
mission: A Form Green (G2/20 20/2), (under the .ustralisn aystem of

Oparutions, this wms the control form which ordersd aireraft to a spe=
eific mission) was issued to Operstions, the content of which follows:

PRORM GEEN (C) T1 3157 LLAtH A-B24 REPELT -84 ATRORAFT OF BE BT
DREER SYULJN0N TO LUVE PORT MORESSY Z13T LLRCH ATV DUSE, AIR-
CROT T0 ATTA0H LAE AJD SiLAMUA Of MORHING OF APRIL 157. 0. 75
SJLIE0N TO PROVIDE FIGHTER SSCORT T0 .U OVER TARGET ARSA. PRICRITY
oF T.ROETS (A) DTY SHIPFDG (B) AIRCRAFT 5D DISTALLATIONS & L2
AT 3ALOATA JJRDARES."”

In view of this order the following crews, after they had been thorough-
1y briafed, took off for Port Lorssby:

&

te: Photographs taken on certuln of the missions reported in the fol-
lowing pages are set forth in the sprendix, beginning with ECTISITZ .
They are keyed to the missions conterned by [dzalon llumbers whieh uwppear
s the first item in the legend on ssoh ploture.

{llfmnpt as otherwise shown, mission information was sxtracted from final
mission report files of Group Intelligence and of OUperstions, froa the
Squadron Diaries, from the "Group Diary”, which is an account of eveats,
not kept day by day but which was compiled from officius]l sources, and
froo Beasa.F. Forms n.ld Cypher Lessages in Uroup Cperations.

[2)itere it hes been possible to do so the mission nuober, Fragmentury
Field Crder mumber, or at least the .rec Combined Heudquarters Serial
nusber of Form Green ordering the uttack bas been inserted to follow
the date of the mission. In many czses these wers not located. Foru
Sreen numbers known to have been tuken from HiawAlF. Cypher nessage
forms are inclossd in parentheses.

-
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Sheats (th Squatron 0.0.) e
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alamh wm
Ruegz Vance
Zrerson Lennon
Sehwarts Stephenson
:l.:'hlr Farpuson
111 Yongrain
Yarr Worden
Eitechens Eehos
Beck Burash
Eeidinger L.L. Jonas
Daan La Rouge

Thirtesn a-24 Douzlas Duuntless Dive-Bombars of the Bth Scusdron eireled
the field gt Charters Towers in close fomation und hesded north for
Tort lioreasby, New Guinea, Thres of these plenes turned back from Cook-
town becausa of exvessive oll consumption. Two others became mired in
the mud st Cocktown und the remaining eight planes croceeded on $o Jauckson
Fleld., Two of the planss meking the night lending were damaged bejyond
repair when they collidsd on the Trumway.

Captain Floyd W. Rogers wes tuken very 11l with dsnsus fever und returned
to Charters Towers by an Empire boat. In his absence Lt, Eobort Juegs an-
suned comuand of the small unit whick consisted of six servicsablo anir-
eraft, seven pilots and eight gunners.

Cn 1 sApril 194% at 0600, five i-B4s laft Juckson Fleld with Lt. Fuegg
lesding the flight. Priorlty of targets for this misaion were shipping
an? then parked aireralt and ground instsllations at Lae airdrome which
is situated mbout 185 alr miles from Fort lloresby. F=40s of tha femous
75tk Squadron RAAF formed top cover for thoss highly wulnersble (as will
be seen) dive-bombers.

Low clouds obacured Lue, making it neceszery to asttaock the sescndary
target -- installations st Saclomaus. Salsmaus was baing used rainly as
a temporary refueling drome by the Nipa. lNo sircraft wa: observed. Iow-
ever, five 500 pound demoliticn bonbs were placed slong the runway and
buildings wers blown up and set afire. lio enecy inmterception was encoun-
tored and @ll plunes returned safely to Port loresby.

i - (To/on/c/4) & (T0/G/13): ZEight a-24s of the Eth Squadron attacked
sircraft =nd bulldings st Lse airdroce destroying seversl buildings wnd
starting numerous fires. 3Sombs were dropped on both sides of the runway
dsstroying seversl aireraft. Seven 50C 1b demolition and 14 x 25 1t in-
cendiary bombs were dropped over the target crea. Ume plane was lost on
this mission and ons aireraft had itz tall seetion badly shot up. De-
tailed results of the mir-slon were not noted but was considered successtul,

to a high dezres. 700 z .70 cal. w:o were expended agninst intercapting
LeTos.
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at Ousuats, Led by Lt. Col. John H. Davies they hit Gusmate wirdrome
droppins 48 x J00 1b instentanecus demolition bomba, Strikes were nuds
on puriked sireraft and bulldings alomg the runwsy from an altitude of
4500 feet., MammﬂﬂtﬂaﬂuhHEdﬂmm”tmhu
ptma-: and initisted a powsrful wespon in the defensive war then being

- L 0 2 On 11 4pril 9 =248 of the Bth Squudron hit air-
cruft on et Lue airdrome with "7 x 500 1b decos and 14 x 25
1b incendiaries.” anti-aircraft positions wore also attacied with unobe-
served results. Zpeny anti-zireraft in places wus muck closer than it
had been previously but still left plenty of murcin for sufety of the
attacking planes. One a=24 sttacked 3 cirele of four to five boubers
slong the rumwey with results. Ope direct hit wus observed inm a banbing
run over three parked boobers. 650 x .50s were expended on three euemy
fighters which intercepted the flipght. Two were shot down. One plena,
however, wus suecessful in getting inside the formation to dowm Lt.
Kitehens end hia gumner, Sgt Eshos, und still nake a safe got-auny. It
13 believel (according to the Diary) thuat Lt, Iitchens =nd his sunner
were tuksn priscner.

LD T AFRIL 1942

One of the perrmnent memories of the Third Group will be the ruids on
the Philippines flown during ths month of april 1948, Zarly in the
nonth Lt. Col. Davies departed for Lslbourne, for a conferunce with
Genernl George. On the Bth, nine 3-233 left for Brisbune to have extra
tanks ingtalled and on the 10tk all planes returned to Charters Towsrs.
Sorsthing big wus in the wind. During the lute hours on the lith, 11
S-25s, the majority of whiek -ere from tie 17th Squadron, were being
fitted with Zuel, supplies, und equipment neces-ary for a lom= trip. At
1:00 4. of the 12th ell ;lecnes and erews with Lt. Col. Duvies, Capt.
Lovery, and Lt. Strickland es flight leaders tock off on this aventful
rigsion. Sevon hours after toke off, wll plunes lunded gt Durwin to re-
fusl. Ome plune wus discovered to Lave a badly cut tire .nd was prohib-
ited from completings the mission. The remminin- ten 3-25s continued to
the Philippines ond landed at Del lonte on the Talwund of ¥indumeo. The
following compilution of reports brousht sut of the Philippines and ta-
ken from the Group Dimry should sonvey un affective pieture of the tunk
socormlinhed in territory neurly cospletely occupled by Japunese Torees.

Fisslon munber ocbe on April 12th wes led by Gupt. lowery with Lts. Helss
und ¥ilgon, Lt, Col, Davies wes unable to tuke off due to the mechunical
fullure of his bomb bay. Three passes were cade ut shipping in Cebu Dar-
bor with neur ridsses on the first puss. Un the peeond puss one dimsct
Lit vas =ude on the stern of u TOWW ton transport whiieck sznk. Durinz the
third puss bombe were agll oiseos except Tor kits on dccks. Bood louda
are not of record. Four gingle englne seaplunes attacked the it on
the third pass and ome cuck was shot dowm by"3gt. Young und Sgt. Yorris,
puncers op Lts, Helss" and Wlnca's aireraft respectively. Ask-uck wuug
fulrly houvy and accurate coming from the dock arca and o crulser at
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the doels but 1) rlanos returned undammped. During this :dssion the
eres Tor 50 niles north end south of Tolefe was reconnoitered but no
shipping was observed, Later, five plunes took off ot 1370 to hit &
repjorted aireraft carrier at Jetane, Bolol, und enemy transports in the
Cebu ares. Cur planes were attucked shortly after tuke off by two JTup
seaplunes but no damege was dome to us. Hits vere observed on one of
the segplancs. Filteon miles southeast of Cebu City = x 500 1b borbs
vere dropped on & 12000 ton traznsport howded south. 411 bombs hit just
off the port stern., The transport wus left hesding north and listing
to the left. .ll plunes bombed skippimg and docks at Cobu Earbur, As-
curste cigorvition und bonbing wes obscured due to tha suole rising from
burning docks, werelousss and vessels in the targot ares. The bonbing
run was ade st 10,000 feet with zeagre uck-uek coming from the dock
“areu and surface creft. Ho demage was done to our glreraft end all re-
turned zafely. 285 x 500 1b dawclition tonbs were spent.

The third nigsion vue curried out on Jpril 13tk in tle Daveo ares. Six
places lozded withk 100 pounders flew up the road from Digos to Daveo at
£007 feet with three dropning bombs on targets as they appeared. Dombs
were dropped on boats ot Daveo, but accurete observation was not rude.

Lt. Col. Davies attacked 4 single onginme bi-plane taking off, The gunters
knocked pleces off its wings destroying 1t. One stricg of bormba went down
the rumvey vt Daves. Jnother string kit just off the sternm of s transport.
The mission was flown =t an sltitude of 5000 feot with mosgre wek-uck from=
t destroyer. o dersge wes done to our plunes sxcept for one 2=25 piloted
by Lt. Wilson. His plube wus attacked by 3 Jap sinzle englne bi=planes
which geored bhits, but witbout muck effect. Hias twrrets were out but he
received oo serious dumage. Ordnance eagended: 72 x 100 pounders.

« three pluns formction with T00 pounders took off" to hit the docks ecnd
skipping at Davec City. Thres minutes from the torget arec o float plane
single engine, type 95, atteeiked the formution with coe besutifully exe-
cuted pass ot Colonel Davies, but falled to score o hit. Yor did our pum=-
ners hit the Jap aireraft. Boubs were releused in a holl at doecks and
one transport just off the docks. Two of the bombs were direct hits on m
unrehouss. 1% x 500 pounders were spent. Cn this daote, 13 April, Cupt.
Guan slso flow to Santa Barbers to plek up press representatives, s 1iad-
son officer and an interpreter. Ho returned to Dol ionte safely,

3=p5a again struek at the Japanose shipping in Cebu Harbor that daj.
Four of them bombed shipping at Cebu City harbor with 20 x 500 pounders
sirking one mediune-sigzed transport and scoring nesr migses on ether
transports. ck-ack wes light and enemy air sstivity mil. All aireraft
returned to Del -oate with no damsge.

With the raid completed, Lt. Col. Duvies departed Del llonte on the morning
of april 14th and landed at Batchelor Field, porth of Darwin. The rest cf
the plunes with the exception of Captalin Gunr's, arrived during the morn-
ing and afterncon., Capt. Cunrn returned on the following day. Upon their
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m: One 5-25 curried cut & photo recco over Kessa Harbor,
end Gusmata.
- : Six B-25s of the 17th were scheduled to fly u mission
againot three made it. They proceeded to a point 20 miles

nortk: of Tae and made their attack froz lend to sea. Bembs were dropped
slong the rumway an? #spersal areas. One 50C 1b bomb destroyed a Zero
taking off and simultenecusly destroyed an anti-sireraft mun which was
firinz ot the formation. The remaining boube wers estinated to huve des-
troyed betwsen six and ten fighters and two or three bonbers parked on
the ground. Two fighters were enguged over the zirdroce and one wus
shot dowm. .1l plunes returned to Port loresby. They expended 10 x 5.C
und 8 x 300 pounders. amunition expenditure wes not reported.

27 - ;m{ggm: Four B-25s conducted an unsuccessful search for F=-39s
or survivors iz the Coral Sea sres on the 26tk and 27tk of april. COne
Hﬁﬂ;:ﬂdwtlphnwrmuthnmmcup-mﬂtwcﬂn end Lue

ai .

_'-' 0/ GEO/2Y Four 30th Squadron 5-25s receoed the
const from skhorpton. Four B=25z flew a recco from Port
Iﬂr-llbj' to T'mhﬂ.n.nd Ialn:ul to southern Few Eritain and to Lae. One
Zero intercepted over lge Gmgmg the hydraulic system ané oil systen
on one plane. It crash-lsnded at Port loresby. lo injurles.

g - (90/53 ¢ Tour 13th B=253 carrled out o receo from Tomsville
to ton. another wes flown over Cape Cretton, Ladang, Cupe .aui-
rieret to lola Seu upd from Cape Cretton to loresby. Two D-25c of the
90th carried out a recco from Fort loresby to Bune to Bgpress anpusts
Bay, Cape St. George beok t0 Buna and to loresby. lio shipping wus obowr-
ved during the search., afterwurds, returning up the liow Gulnes coust
thay wore attacked by 5 larcs near Cape Werd Eunt. One Zaro was zhot
down near Iokeda. Theoy sludsed the reccinizn: plunes. 0o the sase day

TOW/510, one 3=25 flew a recco froo Charters Towers to China Straits,

» Trobriand Island to Port loresby.

3C - (70/Ge/29): Ope B5-25 mude a search from lloresby to Tufi, to Gakane
coastwise, through Dawson Straits to Woodlark Island, Laughlen Islané te
ths south tip of Bougninville Island, to south tip of lNou Ireland wleng
liew Epituin to 30 miles south of Gesmota, and south to Joodenoupgh Island.
4t this point fusl was short and the plune returned to Port loresby. Two
more searching missions [(TO/G2 & [TO were mcde off of the
porthocast coast of .ustralic on the I of april with no important

elghtinga.

Unly 19 reconnulssance miscions totulling 34 sorties oore found in the
rocords for thiz month.

While 1t is known that these figurea are ghort, they wre as wecurate us
iz possible to cake them necording to all available reeords und are sub-
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= - {T0 : Thege D-25s bowbed La= from 12,000 feet dropring
40 x 300 deos on the runmay end bullding ares. One bullding was

seen burning, There were approximutely 12 Zerus on the ground.
took off und pursusd our planes and wes later joined by others.
plape, piloted by Lt. Hesselburth, was attacked by B Zaros abou
feet over the mountains. It departed the formation sfter receiving hits,
slowing the plane, Vhen it firally resched the coast the right encine :
was losine o1l pressure and the hydruuliec system was out. The ssargency
systes failed to lower the wheals and the pilot mude o erash landing,
Cunners, Heisland and Burton, were rounded during the fight but continm-
uad to operute thelr guns ond are credited with two Zeros.

o

Threo planes of the 17th earried out a recco to DeBoyne and Torleass Ia-
lands and arrived at Fort Joresby with no sigitings. Three other 3-25s
carried out & search of the Fuom Gulf area and sighted three 1lipht boats
containing about 45 nen, thousht to be Yups. «lso, threo plumes return-
ing to Charters Towers from lloresby vla De3ojme secplane base sighted

no asotivity thers but saw two aireraft entering clouds newr there.

14 =z Three B-20s ran o 'mmh, coverin: an ures in northern lew Guinsa
and the Buon Gulf, vith nil sigzhtings.

5 =: Three 3-25s agaln searched the Huon Oulf ares, Somural and Newm
toin, Duka sins onitted as faulty sound locator cauassd restrictieon
of soarah. .

5 - (TD 5): DNine B=£3s of the 13th Squadron left Charters Towera
15 for loresby in preperution for a strike on Laa, On the 16th,
they proceeded to the target which waa covered by ruin. Three of the
B-2%s failed to locate it. 3ix dropped bombs in the bullding arsa st
tha southsast end where large firea were sesn to occur, Uns Zero wus
ghot down. Approximately 15 bombs were dropped on two large bulllings,
"srobebly hotels™, causing lurpe fires, and several bombs were dropped
near & 40 foot lsunch south of Lue. atk-sck positions were hit pear the
sas and the near end of airdrome. Several houses were burning fiercely
when the planes left the target area. Three twin-engine heavy bombers
wers noticed danaged on the side of the rumway. 30 x 300 1b demos were

axpanded.

A second riission was carried out over Lus on the sume duy by © 3-20s
carrying incendianry bombs. One Zero attacked hesd-on st 12000 feet. .8
the aireraft passed under the formation, gun fire set the Zaro on fire
and 1t burst into flames =nd crushad into the sea. anothar circled the
formation but 414 not attaek. Buildings and sek-sek jositions were hit
but only partial results wers noted fus to weather. Lurge fires wers
noted in the bullding area as a Tesult of the first attack and & ouall
fire waz obnerved where oil druss were stored. Direct hits were made on
a lar® bulldin: next to the hangar. .1l plunes returned safely except
one piloted by Lt. Feltham which vas lust seen near Salamaus after the
fipst nttaek. 35 x 100 1b incendiaries and 35 x & x 20 1b incendiary

S
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elusters were spent on this attack.(2) A recco wus flown later that
day by two B-25s to get results of the attacks. One large fire wus
noted with heavy black smcke but ascurate damages assessment was pre-
cluded by weuther.

7 =: Two B-2Ss of the 13th reccoed Lae, Gasmata and the coast of New

tain with no important sightings and no interception. One Zerc was
noted over Las and two were seen near Goodenough Talged ond the lain-
land but there was no attack.

1%-: One B-£5 of the 13th flew a recco over Woodlark Ysland, Trobriand
3 s Salamaun and Port Moresby. Two Zeros took off from Lae but fail-
ed to intercept. another B-25 flew a recco over the area bounded by
Cusmata, Telases, Cupe Sloucester, Finschhafen and loresby. One plune
attacked the B-25 and a few rounds of awo wes expended before loocains
the plane In the clouds. An uneventful reccc by anothar 3-25 of the 15th
covared DeBoyne Island.

9, 20 & 28: TFour uneventful recomnaissance missions were flown over
Tuon Gulf and Osprey Reef (for reported sub in this case). Eight sor-
tica were iovolved. 4nd on 22 Iy three planas again reccoed Muon Oulf
aighting one small tanker.

= Five D=253 of the 13tH und 90th attecked aircraft and
bulldings at airdrome. There were two near misses on one large bomber
and a lerge fire win obaerved in one bullding., Six to ten Zervs inter-
cepted the formation snd enemy fire wus directed mostly at pilots. Anti-
alrersft fire at Las was heavy and effective. One B-25 was hit solidly
in the nose and wes forced to erzsh land near Cape Losna. A seeond air-
eraft piloted by Lt. Dickenson failed to return. In all, nine mechers of
this flight were killed. The other plunes returned safely to base. ¥our
500 1b demos, 11 = 30 1b demos and & x 100 1b incendlaries were spent.
Incendisries are culled ™oil bombz"™ in some reports.

24 -: One B-25 escorted F-79s from Eorn Island to Fort lioresby on the
24th ond made recco account of Loulsiades Island with no sipghtings and
thres B-25s rude o recco of the Huon Oulf ares with mo sightings outside
of one seaplene off New Ireland.

- (70/610/23): On Kay 25th six 5-£5s of the 13th and BOth attucked
Lae from the sea after sweeping wide of Salamaus. Weather was bad for-
cing an east eoast spprowch. “hile the formation was 10 miles out of
Las, Zeros could be sesn dartinz off the rumnway. DBy the time the target
was reached, all fighters were airborme and anti-aireraft fire was en-
gaglngs the flight heavily. Bombs were dropped in selected target areas
of Chinatown, the police barracks, sharf area und the dispersal area.
Intanse fire was sncountersd from positions at the target. Tp to 15

{2)acoording to Copt. Willism .. Smith who wans Jrosment Officer of the 13th

Squadron this wns the weight of the incendiary bombs in the clustera at
that time. ¥e guve the totel welght ws 120 lbs and they are hereln s0

cozpuated. *
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- : Due to the severe westlsr conditions an? the creat
distances involved, the B-255 bad been flying escort miscions for other
planes, perticvlarly fighters, since the beginning of combat. One 3-25
of the 90tk Squadiron eseorted 5 P-40z from “orn Taland to loresby., The
suce day 3 B-20s unsueeessfully attarpted to locute & reported carrier
or pireraft-tender northeust of .ustralia. Tive 2-2%s hit Lae dropping
&0 x 100 1b demos end 20 x 100 1b incendiaries. Bonbs wers dropped on
a possible crulser with results unobserved eand in the wicinity of lark-
ben Road. Eeavy sck-ack from boats was generally accurate. One eneny
plane sttacked without dumage to eitier side, une wireraft wes dumased
by ack=-utik.

4 = {m,:ml:; Dolgyed = note the dirty trick with the bombs - salebra-
tions were in order on the 4tk of July after mizsicns flown to Las and
Salansua. On the first nission 7 B-25g kit dispersal areas at Lae. Two
aireraft jettisoned thelr bosbs when unmsble to get througt westher to
Les. One plene dropped bombs at Salarmpus, Docbs fell in an area which
comrenced st C'Doa’s House an’ firished at the Customs Mouse, 550 x .50
cal. were fired upon the bulldings at Salamaua. Ixpenditure of ctler
oxdnence was & total of 35 x 250 1b £=12 hour delay and 15 x 200 1k 1/10
sec delay and instantansous-fused bombg,

Flying at an altitude of 1500 feet, 7 B-25s made a second run to Lae
airdrons and a total of B4 x 100 1b bombs wore dropped on the dlapersal
areas. Heavy entl-gireraft fire was encountered. TFour to 8 Zaros at-
tacked the formation. One wus definitely shot down with two probables.
Four of the 2253 were dacapged by cuncon and machine gun (ire but pll
roturned $0 bese.

£ =: Three B-I5z of the 90tk conducted a receo for enemy aireruft oar-

rier off tke portheast coast of austrelis with nil sizhtings.
13 =: One B=25 of the 90tk escorted 4 P-39s to Port loresby.

20 =: Six BE-25s and & B-26s of the 22nd Bonb Group kept on "standby”
at 30 minute notice for attack on Jap surface force thought headed for
Sglomgun. Off Alert at 2000Z.

£0, Z1 & 22: Your B-25 porties were flown on these three days doing
egscort for P-40z from Mainland to Papus. (See T0/G4/18 und T0/05/19)

28: Two attacks were mude on Buna Mssion and beuch areas near Goma with

virtually oo details awvallable. I[fessages show that 36 x 200 1b demoa
were dropped on one strike ocd that 28 x 300 1b werc dropped on the other.
Bott were gsuccessful., Evidence indicates there were 5 B-25g on ench mls-

slon.

Seven A=40 attacked installetions at Puna with 7 x 500 1b decos and with
regults unobservedl,

- )
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M% Bight a-24s escorted by F-i0s dive-bonbed emeny posi-
tions in ssion Compound. € x 500 1b 1/10 sec delay damns fell
iz the target area. A fire was caused in a long grass shack.

Four B-PSs of the 13tk und one of the 90tk hit Japanese lanfing instal-
lations et Buna, The first sttempt to reach the target fuiled but 40 x
300 1k denos were dropped in enuny territory ot undacipherable position
eith results unsesn. « second try was made later in the day. 3Socbs
wera dropped fronm BOOO feet witkout observetions,

- = 0): Cnos B=25 of the 17th Sguudron uttacked Conu
ldosion aree with 8 x 200 pounders. Regults were 1ot observed.

ﬂnthtmm.ﬂmm-mﬂmjm.mw" m?ﬁlimﬂnn
14ssicn aresn und snecy occupled arsus about «» Bogbs fell in timbered
ares 400 yurds zouth of the Liesslon. Chservations of results were ham-
pered by interception. Eight Zsros sttacked the formation dpplying new
toactics: they flew below and parallel to the for-stion, than chendalled
up into 1t, rollirz out ond diving across to tho opposite alde whers they
started the moverent over again. Quartering und frontal attacks weras
also attecpted. The fizhter cover of & P-38s 4id pot intercept these
Zaros und pursult lested for 15 minutes. 4000 x ,20r were fired at the
ensmy planes and ons Zero wes geen to crash gt Dobodurs, one seen on fire
end spinning out of control, and emother seenm smokins as it dived vio-
lently into a cloud layer. 3ix B=E25s were badly shot up by cennon and
nachine gun fire but they returted to base.

25 - (Message - PLADE) & (T0/08/26): Six 3-28: of the 17th «nd 90tk
dropped 45 x 700 pounders in landicg bargs area near Buna. Thers wus Bo
intercertion nor ack-aok. Runs were made at 10-1E,000 feet.

Five B=250s wre to hit enemy flying boats expected to be refuslins at
Sasnata st 2120/%/25 or attack Gona a: an alternutive. a8 the 5 B2-2%3a
nsared GCona they were jumped by 15 fighters. Bombs were Jettiscned ond
coal was poured on im a run fro home in close formatiom but the Nipas
beat hell out of them snyway. Thers wes a running fight all the wuy
from Coza to "7 14le™ whers tracers of one of the Zeros bounced off the
runvey before they broke off. They mede "Bean and Astern, Above and
Balow and Eead-on attacks....wers extremely maneuverable and fust....D5s
indiceted 280 MPFE ot 10,000 feet and Zeros stayed with them easily.” One
B-25 pacaped into clouds and two were chased back to 7 !lle. Thess were
badly shot up Witk wings, fuselape, and engine nacelles wrecked by can-
non and rachine gun fire and ome had the top turret shot away. No. 470
wes seen burning fiercsly frem nose to tail with co-pilot half way ocut
of top hutch, The bottom hatch was open und two nen were seen to para-
chute out in the vioinity of Papaki near Humusi River. The rewur half of
792 was eblaze us it broke in half in the sace locelity. One Zero claim-
ed shot down and others probebly dumaged., Estimated 3500 x .30 caulibre
armuniticn expended.
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10 =: Three plunes from the 90th attacked Soputa, with B-26s oing

« 120 x 2% 1b para-fregs were dropped. Cns heavy gun was ssen
to be blown out of 1ts pit.

- i Three A-Z0s attacked enemy concentrations near
dge wth 120 x 20 1b frags, 1700 x .30 and 500 x .50 calibre.

E & ﬁ =: Reccos were flown over Durand, Las, Vitiaz Straits, Buna,
» Dasmate and New Zritain with ro ant sightings.

1 -: Ten 90th plenes bombed Buna successfully., One eiroraft and crew
wan lost due to ackenck fire,

Q—MHE 16 & 17: All 89tk - 12 planes hit Buns eirdrome with 225
20 1b frags, 00 x .50s wnd 10,000 x .303; three planes hit Sanens-ia
Hmuum:m1hrm.m:.m..ﬂm:.sm;mmumu
planes also hit the Buny area. One plsne erash landed at Ponganl and
another erash landed at basze,

- Hﬂﬂ-ﬂlntlm.?--—zﬂunfﬂﬂwmﬂiﬂ-ﬂnnfthm

end strafed Susa and Sananunda in o conbined strike supporting
the iustralian and .merican ground troops who were desaulting the Buna=
Sananards-Gopa area. Known ordnance expenditure: 8 x 23 1b perufrugs,
liﬂzmlhm.mtnsﬁmm:-mﬂﬂ.mﬂ.

£2 =¢ line B-30s of the 20tk after shipping, sighted two destroyers
200 miles from thelr reported position and mafe two bombing runs on esch
seoring nesr misses but no direct hits. B=17s coorfinated ia the attack,
Jap plunes shadowed the forration to loresby but did not sttack.

£3 - Uards 29: Three planes of the £9tk hit Sananscds with 120 x 20 1b
rn.g;mwnmx.ﬁnmamz.:mm.mmmng.

- 40: .d1 the combat plenes in Moreshy ares made s corcentra-
ted attack on Sananands Point. A-10s dropped frags and -ropaganda
leaflets from Cape Xillsrton inlen?, and aitacked the beach aree 3ingle
plane raids we'e flown by B-25a that sfterncon. .llied troops .ere nov-
ing in on Goma and our planes played their part., All returned safely,

Toat night the 13th flew against Jup warships in the Huom Sulf, Only

one of 20 B-2%g located the target, an snemy destroyer, near Finschhafen,
Two 500 pounders were dropped, ruising 1ts bow out of mater =nd bringing
the vecsel o a standstill. One plane failed to return from the mission.

26 = . S=3, ==&, &k 4: Seventeen sortiea were exscuted by
tha qugﬁhm strufing the Buns ares with 486 x 20 1b frugs,
7750 x .50 and 16,750 x .20 calibre, in five cissions.

28 - Wards 11: Seven a-2Z03 bombed and strafed Lae with 157 x 23 1b para-
s 450 = .503 and 1300 x .30s, observing destruction of two Jap air-
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came po in and en 2 Uny the squadrem moved to Curshes where it
oined the First Squadron and on 10 May began operations over the frant,
first nis=ion was over ihe sec the
of To:l, Here the unit used ™A, R,® Kachines and also received two Salm-
sons but did mot zet its £11 gwots of "these siperior observation moa=
cliines® until the latter part of Yune, On 17 Yune a move was made to
the flving fisld st Flin where the squadron worked in liaison with the
Lond “ivision and where its first fisht with cnemy planes occurred on 19
June with no «nown loss to either side, Un 30 June this unit beran flyine
from Saints, southwest of Chateau Thierry, working with the 167th Prench
and American Divisions, On 1 June r Freveton was relieved and
Lt, 2, H, lNgyes took cormand, COn the 8th, the squadron moved to Franch-
ville from whence nearly every recco brought on a fight with the Eoche,
The sguadren was workding with the 26th Division when the creat counter-
offensive was launched on 12 ¥ 1y, Cn the 22nd the unit moved to Moras
Farm, hﬂmmi&uzultmhmmﬂaﬂm-ﬂﬁimﬂmﬂn
Lond and 77th Yivisions, On 10 “ugust it moved to Coiney and on the 12th
to 2 rest camp at Chilly en Srie, Operations next beran in the Toul seo-
tor in conjunction with tie lat adron under the directien o” the I
Army Corps on 22 August, It was {rom this field at %1 that all cperations
aring the 5t, Mihiel operaticn were ca-ried out, From 12-16 September
undt worked with the 5th Division, After the St, Mihlel Salient was
uced the squadron went back te work with the 90th “ivision, On 20 Sept-
ember the squadron set up at Remicourt preparing for the
operation which be -an 28 Scptember, lare it worked wh con-
nection with the 28th, Bith and T7th Divisions, On 3 it moved
to Julvicourt and was thers when the Armistice was sicred, On L Tecem=
ber the squadrom 1ov-d to Duyren, “ermany, where a Zeppelin hangar wss oo-
On 29 December he organisation started the last leg of its jour-
ney domn the Model ito Ceblenz on the Bhine where guarters w=re hat at Tort
Alexander, Fhotographic wl:-sions were run owr all territery of the Corpe
Area, bBefore the Armistice this sjuadron flaw 1268 "flights® for a total
of 137ks0 hourse After the srmistice to 2, March 1919 the squadron flew
SLC "flights®™ for s total of 347.22 hours,

(38

44

i

In a spesch made 10 Japuary 1915 at Coblen: Adrdrome, Coblens, Ger-

Brigadier Ceneral Milliam 4, Mitchell, Army 4ir Service y

Agcrican Army, very highly commended the 12th 4ero Squadmn, saying
esss thelr work has never been equalled by any obeervation squad-

rrﬂ:mmmmtmdihﬂnﬂ!nﬂul-ﬂ-
rvice,

E'FE-!
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# ZBR

have not been able te lecate any record indiczting when or how
tids unit returned to the United States, 1The squadron arrived at Kelly
Field from Scott ‘ield, +llinois, 13 October 1915 and was assigned to the
lst Surveilliance Yroup,
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were on detached service, ¥ore troubls came in mid-July in the fora
of & ar Vepartment Telegram which a thorised the discharre (for the
reduction of the Army) of all enlisted men whe filed an application
therefor, It was a hard blow, 'he Group lost at least a third of
its enlizted personncl,

During July, some recorcs indicated on the 2lst, the 5th Mr Park
was assigned to the Group, This t had been u‘gnP!.nd 11 Februsry
1918 at the Signal Corps Aviation “cnocl, Gerstner ‘ield, Lake Charles,
Lovisiana, per “eneral Order No, B, A, 5, 5, v, A, 5, dated 6 February
1518, It departed the U.9, for France 19 July 1918, arrived at brest
31 July and remaired there, a2t Fontaufen Barracks, ét.. Maixent, Colome
bez les e les, and Cap de Bolrain where it was assigned to the 2nd
Pursdt “roup, 1st Pursuit Wing until 5 February 1915, and at Souilly,
On 13 Aygust the squadron was recesipnated 5th Park Company and on 19
October 1918 was & ain redesignated, t'ds time as the 5th Prrk Squadron,
The unit departed France via the U.”,5, "South Carolina" 5 ¥areh 1919
and reached “ewport News, Vp,, © §*l:«.-tm-'f-, on 19 March, It wos dew
mobilized and put on inactive status 27 March 1917 and was veorranized
as the 5th ~ir Fark at Belly “4eld 21 July drawing rost of its personnal
from the 3l3th aerc Squa ron on 16 Aupst, After assipgnment to the
First Syrveiliance Group it= duties consisted ma/ nly of the operstian
of hangarz, aero repsir, sntor overhaul and machine shops.

Cn 13 September 1921, "the War “epartment -ublisted “sneral Order
No, 33 redesignating the Uroup ss "Tuird Grmoup (Attack)® and changing
all the Squadrons to (Attack)®, “‘his =ame order authorized the riore
pand zaticn of the 26th Squsdron as an (Attack) squadron and assipned 4t
to the Uroup, There did our GAUF adopt scme of Lhe atmosphere of and
the traditions of the old 26th Aere Sguadron, There is some inconsis-
tency here as there is a fragmen record Indicating thet asro sguad=
rons wers :sdesi nated squadrons lattack) per War Depn.rtm:;t Geperal
Opders Mo, 5 of 22 Jtmlr& 19241, It 48 possible that the Ueperal Or-
der referred to here was Yeperal Order lo, 33, Headquarters, Kelly
Field, of 13 September 1921,

In 1515 Raynal C, Ho eounse]l for the U,”, Steel Carporatien
ani Yames E, Miller, Vice nnfidmb of the Columide Irust Company, :
Tork, believing in the future of aviation as an aid to the Army, secured
the services of a professional aviator to assist in the maneuvers of the
First Plattsburg “amp that summer, logether with Phillip 4, Carrel, in
the following yeer they crpanized the lat Aerep "nnemy and during the
sumper of 1916 the company operated at the 3ignal “orps Schocl of Mviation,
Mirecla, N.Y, under Captain Joscph E, Carberry of the Hegular Army,
chamics ware accepiad for training at an aviation scheol on Governor's
Island, “ith the organization completed it wis Federalized as the lst
Reserve aaro Squadron 27 May 1917 by %ar Pepartment General Order Ye, 5k,
1st Lt, Guentin “oosevelt joined the souadron im 1517,



oy

The unit sailed on the "Faltic®™ on 23 Aupust 1917, reached Liver-
pool 15 September and lssoudon on he 2lst, ©Cn about 27 September the
squadron wes redesignated as the 26th “ero, Lt, “ouglas Capprell, who
wis to become the first “mericen Ace was for a shor® time the commarder
of this undt, Colonel Eolling, whe had become ageirtant Chief of the
Alr Jervice in Pards, was ldlled by an enemy patrel in he course of the
advance towsrds “miens 29 March 1918,

The squadron sailed frem 5t, Nazaire on 13 May 1910 on the U,5,5,
"Tiger® and lanced at ligboken, N.J,, 26 Hay where on 7 Y'me it was dise
banded, "hen it was reactivated a few men were assipned from other
und ts of the Group but one Sergrant lobey recruited about three-fo rths
of trem from civilian 1ife,

Master Sergeant ©,5, lelorey became Sercesnt Major of the Uroup in
Jeptember 19721 and remained so ntfl June 1924, WUajor Lec G, Heffernan
was desipnated Group commender 10 cthur 182!. succeeding ¥a'or Walten
whe received orders to rt to the fie1d “rM cars School at Langley
Field, First Lieutenant Dale V, Garfrey was “roup Adjutant under Hajor
Heffernan, Late in 1921 XB.lAs were assigned to the 13th Sguadron and
a G,4,%X, (large triplone) was assipned to the 90th, Uy way of recrulting
in the latter part of 1921 all units were = aln pear authorized strensth,

It was sbout trds time that S5/3pt, Fleyd L, Farker, c03240%, Lot
Fhotographic Section desizred for the Group, its "regimental hadpe™ which
is in use to tals iny and sppears as the frontisplece of tids velume, In
1944 Y¥r, Farker wrote siggesting that thisdevice might be further develop-
ed to commemorate tids Oroup's crusade againt paganisa in Vord Var II and
[urnished a proposal for its modific.tion,

On J.;.Algr 1922 the First Photorranhic Section was transferred
back to fort bliss for station and duty, At that time the section con-
sisted of one c.ficer and nine enlistecd aen, The move was made by photo=
graphic trucks asmigned to the section,

4 mtation of doubtful authenticity, in the historical file
indicates that the 26th Photo Sectlon became a part of the Oroup on 6
Fetruary 1922, Mo authority is quoted and it is cbserved that several
records exist which indicate that the lé&th Photo Section, an inactive
orgamzation, was assipncd to the Grop on 6 February 1927, " although
no notification to this affect was received until the middle of ust
1925" In June the Sroup moved to occupy Guarters vacated by the Second
Eombardment “roup at the west end of the fi 1d, On 2 Aupust 1922 Major
Heffernan was relieved as Uryup Coamander by lt, Col, Seth W, Cook,

Under the Pm'iﬂiﬁn, of tht G0, Yo, 39, 30 Sgpt-'“'l‘ 1022‘ desjg-
nat'ons of the Urgp an! its combat sguadrons were chanped from "(Attack)"
to “Attack", viz! 26th Squadron (Attack to 26th Attack Squadron, ete,.
It is not believed that timse redesi-nati-ns were actually effectad howe
ever until on or about 1 January (some records indicate the Lth) 1973
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the 5th #r Park was redesignated the 60th Service Sguadron, under the
authority contained in ¥,0, 5,0, Hg, 39, 1922, and WD, 0,C, A8, Ctr.
cular Mo, 112, 1922, Its strength at the end of January was six office-s
and 121 enlisted men., Tthe lroup was recesipmated " A 0 "
on 25 January 1923 according to several records, Un 5 February 1923
Colonel “gok was tranzferred to Post Headquarters and Major lewds ¥,
Erereton assumed command, He 1s said to be the first Urgup Commander

to plrce the Uroup on the work and tralning required of an Attack Croup,
Irspections were made, by Guperal "114sm %, Mitchell, Asst, Chief of
Mr Service in February; by Yajor Ueneral Mason ¥, Patrick, “hief of Mr
Service in Aoril; and by Geperal John 9, Pepsting in July,

On 25 May 1923, Lt, H, G, Crocker, £th Squsdron, in prder to dom
monstrate e miility of the AMr Service, tou" off from Pllington Field,
Teyas, at 0520 C,5,1, and 1mded at Selfridge *ield, Michigen, nt 1715
£,5.7, The course was from Sllingten to the waters of the Gulf and thence
tc the Canadisn Sorder abgut a mile from Sprdon, Untaris, ascross the river
from Trenton, &ic:i an, took only ¢leven hours twenty-n!ne minutes
from tim Sulf to the © an “prder, ‘he flirht was made in a speeially
built ve Havilland (DHLELS) with a main gas tank capacity of 240 gallons,
a reserve of 28 pallons, and & 24 gallon tank for oll, {\mn lsnding,

the plase was found to have 15 gallons of rasoline and 7 gallons of oil
left, 4his flight is notemorthy in that it is supposed to have estabe
lished the longeat one man non-otop flirht then made,

In Jine 192, assistance was given flood suffere-s in the Rio Lrande
Valley oy this “ROWP, ©Un 2, June Mojor Srereton was relieved and ordered
to Langley “ield being sicceeded as “roup Commander by "Tur Harvey 2,5,
Burwell, M/Spt, Yeloney was succeeded as Croup Sergeant Major by ¥/Sgt,
He Ae Doirant that month, On 27 Yume 1624, the 17th and 26th Squadrons
ware put on the Inactive list, and the sirengths of the Bth end 90th
Squadrons were reduced from 132 o 90 enlisted men each (there was an
ineresse of the officer allotment from 12 to 16) and the 60th Service
Scuadron strength was dre from 172 to 140 enlisted men in compliance
with General Crders Yo, 8, Peadquartars, Belly “ield, lexas, 197,

Grdup underwent a more or less te reorganization in this shuffle,
From 1 July 1924 through 30 June the Uroup conducted numercus mane
euvers pertalning to Attack Avia for members of the lenrral Staff,
other officials of the “ar Department ami for Foreign Ufficials, Bumer-
sus modificstions were made on the planes assimmed to this work, As an
sxvample wing guns were installed in the lower wings durins this pericd,
Our files include a rather wistful entry to the effect that Nov. mber 1974
was devoled to prepiring to move the Group to “slifornia and after com-
pletion thereaf the change of station was cancelled,

During the latter half of 1924 and the first half o 152i, the f0th
Service Squadron contritutsad greatly te the efficiency of Uroup by
devising and constructing mew bomb release handles, bom' arming devices,
and wing machine pun mounts; experimenta later proving them to be far
superior to former device:, All planes used for cmbing snd strafine

——
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were 3o equipped, Due to an acute shortage of o ficera dyring this
period, six gradustes of the 4ir Jervice ~dvanced Flying “chool were
enlisted in the Droup “so as o ensble the Orgup to put three, threse
point formetions in the sir at one ti-a", ﬂ’lﬁ:gt-ﬂhing wn o
formtoon fly.ng, machine gun practice, low altitude bombing, attack
raids and serial pavie atlon probleas ware the ‘aily routine of the
Group, "t also had charge of the “ally 1:1:! “irwaye airplanes, and

one alrwiys irip per weeic was flomn from %eliy to Dsllaw, to =
Cklahowa, to Kansas City, to St, Lods, to Payton, Chio, to Chanute Field
Illincis, and return,

Ca 3 Ayg.st 192, ¥ajor Burwell, with 1st Lts, F, O, Carroll, R,C,
Zettel and K,G, Crocier, departsd for Uayton, Ohio, and Santa onica,
California, to nake recomndations for the new attack plane baing b1t
by Youglas mt Senta ¥onica, The Group celehrated its epimentsl Uay®
on 1k Septealer with an elaborate affair held &t New Praunfels, a small
resort about 30 miles from “elly Field, The iay was soent in othletic
events ard thot night after the ™egimental History™ was read to the
men by the Srcup loresnder & dance was hold, .

In October twelve airplanes were flown to the "iir Foce Laneqvers"
at Hitchell field. Enrcute, a demonstration was neld for the American
Lecion Convention at Cmaha, After Mitchell Fleld, the fisht continued
on to maneuvers at Langley Field and gave demonstrations at fverdeen,
H.- and &ulﬂa Fiﬂd on the WY . s Grﬁ_* took hiﬂ! h’ﬂ“ﬂrhilri
Thers was not & single forced landing caused 'y motor or plane failure,

Dy ing Hovember and Decenber the Orpup made a motion picture of its
demcnstrations for the use and inforsetion of the "'hhf af Mr Serv Cly
At tie end of the yeur the Urgun was still handlecanped < to a3 shortape
of commissinned personnel, "its pres=ent commissioned strensth beins a
total of Udrteen officers and cne Nlessrve O ficer on six months active
duty", In February 1926 Major “urwell was ordered to the Ctfice of the
Chief of the Mr Yorps, ‘e was succeeded as Croup Coimander vy Contain
Jo H, Davidson with 2nd &, foyt 5, Vandenburg as adjutant, Zarly that
yorr, the Group started receiving Dougles 0-2 planes, many of which
were ferried from Santa Konica %o Melly “ield by its owm pilots, In the
spring all Ulls were trensferred to the 10th “chool “Foup, the Third tien
sedng fuliy eqdpped with O=2s, Om 16 acril 13 plmes left “or Air Corps
Maneuvers at “right Fleld, Fairficld, Oido, going via Muskopee == a
deacnstration wes mld at Fort 5411 and Scott Tield, On retirn ‘tree
plunes detoured via Langley Field to participate in the annual machine
gun and Loabing matelies on 5 May, ALl planes returned im good cond!tion
with no accidents reported,

In compliance with War Departzent 5.0, Yo, 1L3, 1926, Major Frank
D, Lucklond jolined the Group and assumed command relievins Cantaln
Davidson on 26 June, Under that -ame date General Orders Mo, 23, Headw
quarters, 8th Corps Area, ordered the Dhird Attack OGroup to proceed by
alr, rail and mtor convey to Fort Crockett, Galveston, Ilexas, for per-
manent station and uuty, The Group ceparted Kelly Flald 28 &pe and
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arrived at Fort Urockett ot 1600 1 July 1926, where the entire Group
want under canvas as the C,M,%.C, and a battallion of the 23rd Infantry
ware nou;{iz the regular barracks, Ysrmanent barracks ware available
31 July, work wes reguired e sut the feld in shage, It was full
of holes and an abandoned radlroad ran 2cross its southern portion, A=
bout 1 August tent hanpars were received and erected, Dus to the high
winds and the poor canvas the planes were soon in the open apain, Flenes
were staked down on the f:1¢, an operations hut was "uilt and the Grewp
&I‘IJJIH hard flying formation &nd practicing serisl punnery and bombinge
T records disclose that the anization was again redesignated B Aupe
ust 1926 as Third Attack Sroup, Corps, but do not give the authority,

As of 1 Jmun'g 1927 Group strensth consisted of 28 of ficers and
350 enlisted cen, Cn February 18, 1927 & 75 sdle gale wrecked all but
four planes in the Yroup, including three new Curtis O-ls just received,
Some were repaired; the bilance were shipped to 5,4,4.0, at Duncen Field,
San dntonic, Texas, about 1 March construction started on two hengars,
Yierk proceeded ansce in eudpping Cols with wing guns and tomb racks for
the maneuvers, All planes = uxcept cne which had a forced landing in
the Gulf — were ready for take—off 1 May, Cn that day one Swids C-1,
sieven Douglas O-2s and two Mpuglas =1 tr ts departed for Fort
Seqwing, Ga,, via Tallulsh, La,, and Maxwell 7ield, Ala,, ‘he next day
this [iight Joined fllgits from the lst Pursult and 2nd Sombardment
Groups macing up the “emonstration “seup, Three "smoke screen planss®
were presunt ‘rom Sdrewsod arsenal under the comwond of Major Gllkerson,
Majors “rookn, Pratt ap’ Spatz were in charge of the demonstration for
the Infantry §c.mol- ‘he “roup also pariicipated In combined aly and
ground maneuvers at San Jntonio about 10 vume apn! pave demonstraticns

zt Ft, 5411, Ft, Riley mnd 7t, Leavenwurth,

During July and August fieserve officers were trained for two week
periods and R,0,%.C, Cadets (air Corps) from Texas a & K were trained
for a =zix weeks pericd, #lso in July 1927 three Gro p pilots, with
mechenics and drplanes of the U-oup began flying the Presidentfal ¥ail
to the "Sumper Vhite House®™ in the Eleck Hills of South "alota, This
detail lasted about thrve pa&nt.hg snd much of the fly!ng wes under #d-
verse wenther conditicns, “he “roup Cormander received ‘rom the Secre-
tary of ¥ar a ccomendetion in connection with the efficient manner in
. ch the rai]l was flown, activities durine the prriod Cctober 1927 to
April 1928 were routine with emphacnis on trainine in fly'ne, serial
punnery wmd bombing.

The Oroup began 1528 with 33 officers and 356 enlisted men, On
27 April 1928 twenty-one A3 and six &1 transports departed “or moncu=
vers at Langley Fiels, They returned %o base 24 October, Demonstrations
wel Phrun at Langley Field, Fort Sragp, Montgomery, Ala,, Fort S5i11,
Fort %iley and Fort icavenworth, #t Langley Fleld this Group and a
Headquarters flight uncer command of Srigadier Uereral Senjemin D,
Foileis apd toe 1st Pursuit Group formed the Demonstration Croup. They
ressined together through the Fort Biley demonstrations Our Group alse
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attended 8th Corps area Command Fost Exercises in Ceoigher 1928 at

Kally Field, an’ the National Mr Corps Haneuvers at Yines jeld, Calie
fornia, It wos here at Mires that the first compet!tion for a trophy
donated by the Lcnorsble Trubee Davison, -ssistent Secretary of iar was
run, The trophy, cesigned for and designated as the "Mason X, Petrick"
trophy, was donsted to the commissiomed pilote of the Third ~ttack Group
and was o Do raced for each year at a place desipnated by the Chief of
the air Corpss In a 120 mile race cver a trisngulsr course consisting of
ten twelve mile laps, Lt, Ueorge R, ichescn von first homors on 12 Sept-
ember 1928,

Cn 3 June 1928 Mr Reserve students from Texas A & M arrived for
six weeks training to prepare them to enter the Officcrs' Hesmerve Corps,
On 15 August Major Johr H. Jouett relieved Major Lackland as corman®ng
officer of the Crow, Mujor Youett, a gracuate of U,5,M A, served in
Const Artillery until 1917 when he transferred to Avistion Section, Sipe
nal “orps, In 1520 he was transferred to the Mr Service, e was on
duty as Chief of Personnel, Cffice of the Chief of the “r Corps from
1924 until he assumed command of the Group,

13 September 1928 wus celebrated as or anization day with heliday
dinners end a dance in the evening st the Crystsl Falace “ance Hall,
Mie 16th Proto Section (inactive) was relieved from assignment to the
Third Aitack Sroup paragraph 3, Memorandum No. 101, fieadquarters,
gth Corps Area, 14 Septesber 19728,

Amone the notables who visited the Croup 2t Fort Crockett (presum-
ably in 19268 as mentions sre made in that section of the historical file)
were the Honorable Trubee Davison, Mijor Usneral Patrick, former Chief
of the AMir Corps, ¥sjor General Fetchet, Chief of the Air Corps, Major
General Hinds while commending Ath Corps area, and Srigadier Genersl
Sowley alsc while commanding the 8th Corps Area, E'roup received
visite from Major Spatz, chief of Training and Opsrations for the Mr
Corps, and Msjor Von lem Hapen of the Cerman General Staff,

Filots of the Uroup participsted in the following Mr Post Dedi-
cations and Aerocades? 'md.pll Mrports at Fort “orth, Texss; Jackeen,
Kisse; Shreveport, La,; Migmi, Fla,; Cran-e, Texas; and *u'lﬂ'rlunu and
the Southern States and liorth Texas aerocades, A flight of 12 A-3s
flew to Laredo via Kelly Field *o take part in the funerzl services of
Captaln Carranze of the Mexicen Alr Service, During 1928 the Croup
flew a total of 10,020127 hours and minutes,

On 12 February 1929 the Group consisted of 30 officers, one Ware
rant Officer and 4é9 men, Op that data the orranizaticn had the fol-
lowing planes: 34 A=3s; two O-68; one CALl; and one C-1 transport,

Due to revolutionary outbursts in Yertrern Yexice with conseguent

uneasiness on the part of Amrican citisens along the Internstional
Eoundary the Croup was ordered Ly telephone ‘rom Headquarters, 8th Corps
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Ares, to patrol the section of the #rizona-Mesdcan Border hetween
Couglas and Nogales, A detachmnt of the 90th Squadron departed by air
and rail on & and 7 “pril 1929 for Naco, Arizona, Upon arrival the de-
tachment was stationed 20 miles farther west 2t Fort Huschuuaha, U1y
border patrols were executed until the lust of April, ‘he de‘achment
r-tum# to Fort “rockett 12 May, That seme day 26 planes were sent to
Viright £y

eld for the Annual Mapeuvers, In Aupust 19 planes went to the
National Air Haces at Cleveland,

Cn 21 May the First Photo Section was assiered per General Order o,
15, Headquarters, Bth Corps arca, of that date, It remained attached to
the 2nd Infantry Idvision then at Fort Sam louston. The 26th Attack
Squedron (imactive) was relieved from assigmment, lNeither the dste nor
the ruthority are availsble,

The 13th Attack “uadron wes reconstituted and Joined 17 “ovember
1929 per Section II, G0, No, 25, Hg,, 8th Corps Area, dated 26 October,
as awenaed oy GO, Ho, 27, same ﬁcldqmrhrl, dated 29 October, It was
reconstituted at Langley ti.eld, Va,, and Journsyed to Fort Crockett via
rail pursuant to 5,0, 231, Hq,, Langley Field end 2nd Wing dated 29 Og-
tobter 1929, OUn 6 November 1529 the Third Attack Oroup Jand joined the
organization =t Fort Crockett, Tt was sctivated at Fort Sam Houston
1 lovember 1929 pursuant to telegram from the Adjutant General 23 Oc-
tober 1929 to the Commending Ceneral 8th Corps Ares, “he band was of-
ficially sonstituted and assigned 5 Fovember per G,0, ig, 25, Section 3,
Hg,, 8th “orps Area dated 26 October, ALl persornel were drawn “rom the
15th Field Artillery band wiich was rendered insctive 71 October, At
the end of the year the Uroup consisted of leadquarters, 8th, 13th and
90th Attack Squadrons, €0th Service Squadron, 13t Phote Section and the
Ird ittack Oroup Sand,

On the first of year 19720 tie Urgup consisted of £l officers and
630 men, It was stationed throughout the year st Fort Crockett, There
were no chinges in erganization and sciivities wers generally routine,
Hajor “avenport Johnson assmed command of the Croup 27 Fabruary, re-
lieving Hajor Jouett,

 Twenty-sight attack and cne Cargo planes doparted Fort Crockett
27 Berch for Mather Field, California where the w perticipated in
Mr 8 “eponstrations and ‘orce “ormand and Sta’f exercises st
Mather "ield, Sacramento, Califormla, Cur contingent returned to its
hiome base 30

Betwean the 2nd and the 12th of May the Eth and 90t Sguadrons en-
camoed at Charlotte and Cactus, lexas, demonstrating the saploysent of
attack aviation under modern conditions of warfare in a sparsely settled
country wilh poor communications, methods of assisting rround troops,
in tieir adssions, and the results to be expected of 5 congand while
siparate. .rom its supply base ir a country ceficlent in good roads and
means of transportatisn, Jetween 12 and 17 sy nine planes particinsted
in Joint Agti-afrcraft Artillery = Mr Sorps Demnstrations in Lhe vicinity
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of Aberdeen, ¥d,, From 17 to 23 Xay 28 attack planes Zemonstrated the
feasibility of taking on short notice & large mmber of planes a long
distance by flying to Havana, Cuba, and return, This flight was almo
for the purpose of ascertaining the sultability and relisbility of ex=-
isting attack type equipment,

On 1 January 1931 the Uroup eonsisted of 65 officers and 599 en-
listed men, activities were more or less routine throughout the year,
Twelve planes purticipated inm Alr Corps Yemonstrations at Fort Benning
from 18 to 22 Fortyetwo planes participated in Mr Corps maneus
vers at Wright Field in “ay. In August four planes participsted in the
annual maneuvers of the 4th Infantry Srigade at Fort Francis E, Warren
mmuunqutm&pm-hm_‘puu ted in the annual
machine jun and bombing matches =t Langley fisld, In Sentember and Oo=
tober six planes puﬂd.;hd in anti-sireraft sxsrcises and Army Urd-
nance “emnstrations st “olling ‘ield, D,C,

The 1st Photo Section, Air Corps, was reassirmed from the Third
Group to the 12th Cbaervation Gro.-pﬁ Mr 8, “rooks Field, Texas,
per 0,0, Mo, 27, Headauarters, 2nd Jivision & Fort Sam Houston, Texas,
dated 16 October 1921, The 5th Photo Sections, idr Corps, was assirned
to the broup 31 October 1931 in accordance with letter, Wap
1 June 1931 = file &G 580 (2-11-31) Misc, (Ret), Subject: “Guneral
Plan for Completion of Alr Corps Five Year Program”, This unit was
formed &t Garden City, N.Y,, in April 1918, It arrived in France 30
June 1918, was attached to the 99th Aere Squadron near Colombez les
Eelles for a time and was later attached to the 104th Aero Squadron
near Soullly, It was at Remicourt when the Armistice was signed, It
was stationed at Scott Field, 11llinois when assigned to thds Uroup,

At the end of 1931 Group strength stood at 51 officers and 598 enlisted
B ]

In 1932 activities were much the same as in the previous rear, The
Sroup participsted in Cosbat Exercises st Camp Stanley, Texas, hetweep
T Pihmaary and 14 March, In Aoril the Croup coopersted with the Chemi-
cal arfare School at Sdpewood Arsenal, Maryland; in May it participated
in maneuvers at El Paso, Third Attack Group maneuvers were held at
Caurp Hulen, Palacious, Texas, In Cctober an attack demonstration was
held at Fort Zenning, “s. and in Mov mber the Y-8 plane was tested in
an extended cross oo via Fort 5111, Cheyenne, Salt Lake “ity, March
Field, Hockwell Field, B} Paso and San Aatonio,

Major Yohnson was succeeded as Urpup Commander 18 Yune 1972 by Lt,
Col, Horace M, Hickam, Ancther hurricane, this one with winds to 90
miles per houwr Mt the Grouwp on 13 Aypust,

In 1933 the “roup participated ip naneuvers at Patterson and March
Fields, Some officers also did duty with the Civilian Conservation Corps,
The Oroup received some C.rtls A-12s from Suffals, N,Y, late that year,
The Fifth Photo Sectlon chanred station to farksdale Field, La,, in

April 1933,
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In the early part of 193 the continued to ferry more of
its new A-12e from Curtis st Buffulo, Cn 13 February we began sending
persocnnel on Detached Service to Chicago. s was in connaction with
the cancellation of civil air =l contracts by the Postmaster Ueneral,
The Group was called on for mall carrying duty and on 1L Februsry took
over the Central Zone of the Adr ail Service 1ith Hoadquarters st
Chicago, The zoae comprised that part of the country lying aprroxd=
mately between a north and south line through Chiecago and a sisilar 1ins
through Cheyenne, Wyoming, 4 greater part of the personnel and planes of
the Croup were assigned to this duty until 1 Yune,

In August snd Jeptegher 197 glnm and personnel of the orranisa-
tion participated in maneuvers at “ort Zenning and st Reritan Arsensl,
Hedy On 5 “te Col, Hickam was succeeded as Orown Commander
vy Lt, Col, Earl L, Kajden,

On 1 January 1935 orders were issued disclosin: the new base of
the Third dttack Croup and on 27 and 28 Februsry it proceeded by sir,
rall, and motor trmz‘:n Barks ale Field, Shnnpnrtg_ La,, for
station and duty, On 1 “arch Ceneral Headquarters, AIr force, was
formed and this Croup becase & part of it being assigned thst day to
Ird Wing, GHY, Mir Force, In the recrganization incident thereto the
60th Service Squadron was relieved from asaipnement ard was attach:d
for duty and the 5lst Attack Squadrop was sssigned, remalning at Maxwell
ield where it was then s ationed on detached service, On 1 March the
Fifth Photo Section was relieved of assignment with this Croup, Cm 12
March the Sth Attack Squadron was reor anized as & Ssrvice Test Orpanie
zation with no change found in its designation, Its enlisted strencth
was cut from 115 to 65 m=en.

Cn 5 June the War Tepartment approved the Group's Insignia, a copy
of which (not in color) sppears in the front of this volume, It consists
of two distinct portions, the lower part being a square shield and the
upper part velng a crust, arcund the lLorder of which is the motto of the
3rd Eombardment Growp (L) — then the 3rd Attack Group — in Latin "Von
Solum irmis®, meaning "Not by Arms Alone”, Within the border of the
crest is the standard insignia of the iir Force a pair of wings, The
yellew cactus cn the green portisn of the shield commemorates ths Crouwn's
first service along the Mexican border, The nineteen black Cermsn crosses
represent the nuater of Uernan amirplanes the pllots of the Group shot
down during the Yorld War, The shield is divided dlagonally into the
original colors of the Mr Corps, green and black, A band of blue edged
with gold, the present Alr Corpe colo s divided the shleld, Around the
entire sideld is a silver border with Llask csrosses,

The Colombian Safety Trophy was won by this or-anization for the
fiscal year ending 30 June 1934, For photosraphs and further detall
sce the Jlollowlng paie,

Effective 1 :ﬂptﬂ!btr 1936, per GG, K, 10, Hge, 3rd Ml {:'F;’
Ar Force, dated X August, the (0th Service Sguadron, and Headqusrters,



Third Attack Group, Flying Cyclone-powered
Curtiss A-12's, Wins Colombian Sa‘ety Trophy
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3rd Attack “r up, were redisigneted "leadquarters snd Headguarters
Squadron, 3rd Attack ‘Toup,"and siven an authorized strength of 77
enlisted men, ©Cn the some day the 5lst 4ttack Squadmon was relieved
froam assignment to the 3rd Group and rendered insctive, On 1 December
the £0th Asre Squsdron was r constituted and consolidated with Head-
quarters & Headquarters Squadron, 3rd Attack Uroup, in order to per-
petuate its history and traditions, The €0th serc havine sailed on
the "allory® 18 Jenuary 1918, saw service with the &,EF,, mstly in
England, and returned o the ﬁ.S. on the "Adriatic™ 11 Lecember 1518,
The unit was not entitled to credit for battle participation but was
entitled to credit for service in “rance and England,

During the period 1937 to 1979 the Yrop was pccupled with routine
duties and with perticipation in wvaricus *re throughout the coune
try, basing its sctivities at Earksdale “ield, La, From 2 to 2L Febre
ary 1937 the 8th Squadron partiecipated at Selfridge Field, &ich,, as
ont of the thres squadrons in the Sold Weather Eq dpment Tast “roup
under the command of Uajor bester ¥, Lattlmd,

In July 1927 Col, Kadden was succeeded as ‘roup Comander by Col,
Joh, Rader, A<1T7s vere .elig used extensively during this period from
1977 to 1939, Cunnery training was still being held at Fg»t Crockett
on occasion, Attack demonstrations were held at Langley Field and s-me
rother long cross country navigation [lights were conducted, one of
which was to Hamilton Field via E] Faso, departing Barkdsdale on 23
Pebruary 1939

Col, Eader was succeeded in August 1932 by Lejor €5, Ferson who
remained in command only a short period being succeeded in September
by Colonel Yohn C, Melonnell,

Acout September 1939 the Douglas Lirht Dombers, BulBAs were as-
gigned in tie Croups On 15 September 1939 the 3rd 11.“& Croun was re=
designated "Jhird Bombardment Uroup (L), The authority for this change
has not been located, At that time it was composed of Headquarters &
Headquarters Jquadron and the Bth, 13th and 90th Squadrens,

At the cnd of January 1940 this organisation :ﬂ'ﬂ“ personnel for
the activiation of one or more units at Barksdale Field, The 8th Squat
ron having furnished officers and enllioted men for the 15th Bomb Squad-
ren of the 27th Fomb Croups In May 1940 the Uroup participated in the
3rd Army Mapneyvers doine some stiack work there despite the change in
designation, A-18s were used, In August we participated in G,H,G, man-
euvers at Langley Field, Cn & October 1940 the Uroup mowd to the Se-
vaonah Army Air Zsse, Savannsh, Georgle, On 31 Ccteber 1939 the 8th
Squacron won the Harmen Efficiency Trophy for being the most efficient
organization in the 3rd Wing, G,H,8., #Mr Force during the Fiscsl Year
ending 3 June 1939, Colonel “clornell was succeeded by Lt, Col, R,G,
Ereen in November 1940 who was succeeded ny Lt, Ccl, Paul L, Hlliems

in December,
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A=0hs "Douglas Might attack Somkers" were received to some extent
st of 1941, ©On 15 January 19L1 this Urowp was called upon
to its orgenization two new light bosbardment groups, the L5th
and Léth, which were sctivatec thot day, ey continued with the Umoup,
with their squadrons associated with parent equadrons of this Group une
il May and vune w m(ﬁudhmirMquon!. On 16 January,
the 17th Combardment was or-anized and! thie “roup wes assipned
to ita Cn 24 March &ir Force was organized and the 17th Fombardment Wing
was assigned to the Third air Force l«cadquarters at Tamps, Florida, 4s

& result the 3rd Bomb Group became a pert of the Third air Foree, Upon
the Fresicent's reorganisation of the entire sir organization on 20 June
1941, its redesignation as the “ray Air Torces an! the creation of vari-
ous branches, the command picture of the 3rd Fombardment Uroup wae chang-
ed W e following: Argy “r Forces; Atr Forces Combet Command; Third
Air Force; and 17th Soubsrdment Wing, In June the Urewup participsted in
mapeuvers about Chiattancogse Ihe Bth Squedron begen flying A~2hs — Dive
;b:nbnrl about the middle of 1541, participstisng in 10 days meneuvers near

tile ook,

~ Lt, Col, "{1liams was succeeded by Lt, Col, Frillips Melville as

“rowp Comunnder 18 ajgust 1501, On 25 Aygust the 89th Bu-hlmtsq?m.
ron (L), which was redesignste:d {roa the 10th Reconnaisance S uadren (L),
GHQ, Alr Force, that dmy, wus assi-ned to the Third Eombardment Croup,
This organizetion hod been activated 15 January 191 under its recco desip-
nation at Savannah -tI,L"i.r Zase, per G0, No, 2, Headquerters, SAAE,
pursusnt to larediate Agtion Letter, AF 322,082 hz—s—w}. Its oripinal
cadre of personnel came from Hg, & Squadron, and the £th, 13th and
S0tk Squadrons of the Third Oroup, At this point we find the orgamzstion
composed of the units with which it weat overseas in World Var II,

ginning esrly in September, the (roup participated heavily in 2nd and

Ird Argy Vaneuvers in lowdieiana, It participated in meneuvers in North
Carolina in the vicinity of Holedgh 1II.EDVMEQI'-

In Deceaber s large percentage of the Uroup's personnel was given
leaves and furloughs, Many expected to spend Christamss at licme. The
attacks of the Japenese on 2 Dscesber = U5, time = caused the immedinte
cancellation of these leavee and furloughs, bringing men back in short
order and putting them on & war time hasis, “rom here on we have dealt
with te ldstory of the Third Fombardment Sroup (L) as a part of the
History of Yorld war II,
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3 BATITST GROTP (L) AP /e

AE O 327,
2 Dotober 1945,

I2CRaTE’: Iopterviow with Captain John O Rangier, Cydonces,
In raply to questions Cgptalin Roneler unswersd as follows:

i, I caue overseas 17 Japterier 174 froo the U.3. and jolned tre
otk Sguadron, 3rd Bocb Group, 20 October 1943. I was wade Orduurce Officer
== aviation erdnanes, not transportetion -- for that squalron Liediatelry.
I recained 3o until Octobor 1944 wion I tms made trensportation officer in
adiition to =y other dutles. For a short tics in 1944 T wos alzo armarent
officer for iint squedron. 1 hove been 9roup Ordnanes and Pransportation
02 ficer sinoce February 1545

E. «t Dobodurs, iz tha fall of 1945, T hed four men overstronsth
accopding to the T/0, A large percentage of them were Ordmunce trained and
all hed practlenal exgerisnce in the flell. When we started zending nen hose
in the spring of 1944 that picture changed. Throughout the year we lost man
until ot one tinme I was below helf strangth. WUe Just 41dn't get replecerents,
Crdpance truined or untreired, after thoe fell of 1944 pone of the Ordoarce
gections excoeded hell gtrength, 4nd less than half of mbat we had were
truined. 3Belng fanilier uith the other ordnance sections in the Group ard
having coatinuously worked with otler ordnunce officers in the OGroup I am
aware thet this situmtion prevallsd throughout all the squadrona.

2. at Dobo each squadron mainteined its own boob dwyg cerrying two
full oisziona == figuring 12 plénss to the oission == of every type of arrie
nitioo and Loctk available for use in B=283 at that station. These dunps were
all in the jungle and therefore Leavily cemcufleged. Even so Iiip bosbs landed
about 150 jards from the Bth Dump ome night - about Septecber 18423, I wes not
there but I saw evidence of whkere they hit. They were "Dalsy-cutters™ azd
theoy went off in the trees.

Te tien drew nll mxmnition components from the 1919th Ordoance
Amunition Co. which operated the Embi Borb Dump, main one for the Dobodura
area. We got crdnance genersl spiliss from the 1518th Ordnance Supply and
Usiptenance Coopeny. We hod lisison witk the Opdnmance Officer, Capt. lieilinner,
at the First Alr Tesk Force. 4t Dobodura we were serviced by the 46th Service
Group of which the foresping units were a part.

4, At ladzab wo were served by the 1817th Ortnarce Sup;ly und iatn-
tenance Coopany and obtalned bomba froo the "Heserve Duzp Madzab Area™ operated
by the 617th Ordpance Aommiticn Company. We no longer had squadron dumps but

drow fron this dump as we needed thed.
5. There wous great deterioration of wrunition at Dobo where there

was a vary high moisture content in the air. arms suffered likewiss.
Tris mas also reflected in the henlth of my ) 4 ,lhh;ln: was
Hich, at Madzab health was much bettar.

TCIOEN N, TCLAR,
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EF COEAJUES

activation to 15 October 1945

Eaj. BB, ButleP.ssssssssssssnsssl July 1919 = J1 sugust 1919

Laj. ¥illjem G. Schauffler, Jr...l September 1919 - E6 Septacber 1919

Lt. ﬂﬂ]’n m B, w‘!!!t!iiﬂ htﬂh!r 1719 = 18 Fovenbar 131%

h:i Leao E m‘lﬂﬂ---n--u--""m liovembar 1919 - 10 Oectobar 1921

mli Leo C. Mm----ill-llﬁfrim Oatober 1921 - 21 m 1922

Lt'l hlvl- m‘- Miittii---.-‘ﬂ m 1m - ‘ r‘m 1‘25

nj. Lewls H. Brereton....cssss:+5 Fobruary 1923 = 24 June 1924

1{‘11‘ Bl:rl"l]' Bi's' m.;--t--ntﬂ m .l.m - w 1928

cml Iﬂﬂ- H- hﬂm&iiliiiilr.m lm - 25 m 1925

h:‘Ji rm Dlﬂ mﬂﬂ.----------zﬁ In m o 1“ m 1-m

kaj. John E. Joustt..... ssnssseveld Algust 1928 - 26 February 1530

Maj. Davenport JohnSON....ssssss+27 February 1930 - 17 June 1932

Lt. Col, Foraoe M, ﬂm.u.uulﬂ Juna 1938 - 4 November 1934

Lt. Col. Earl L. Naldef........s.5 November 1934 - July 1937

‘U&l- I-‘w w---t-iilt-itivil-im 1“7 - w 1“

Hajs 0u3s Forsohssevsssssssnssescatiguat 1938 - September 1938

Col, John C. MeDonnell...sssss+s+sSeptember 1938 - November 1940

Lt. Col. R.0. BreeN.....ssessss..Novamber 1940 - December 1940

Lt. Col, Paul L. Williams........Decembar 1940 - 1B .iugust 1941

Ltl Eﬂl- mm“ mﬂm--.. -..15 m M --1' Im 1’“

1st Lt. Hobert F. Strickland.....1l9 January 1942 - 2 April 1542
and as Lt. Colonel 26 October 1942 - 28 Jpril 1943

g‘ﬂlt :m!q M"itat.t-tiiaaliz ml !Jﬂ - “ ﬂttﬂbﬂ' Im

Eaj., Donald P: HallessssssnsanessBB MI, 1943 - 19 Cetobar 1943

Lt. Col. Jamea i. DOWDS.sesenses 20 Ootober 1943 - & November 1943

th.‘ John P. mﬂ-;-;---.-----, m 1’“ - ﬁ m 1’“

and 30 October 1944 - 26 December 1944
Lt. Col. Richard H. Elli8.css::+s27 June 1944 - 29 October 1944
and as Colonal £8 December 1944 - 1 May 1945

Col. Charles W, HOWe.esssssssnsasl Eay 1345 - Fresent Date












